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City of Louisville has
#d a six-month citywide pro-
[eplace all water meters.

1.3 million endeavor will

first week of February, and

allations will feature auto-

ster-reading equipment.
fatly the meters are read by
Bd each reading cycle takes
§ to finish. The new system

w one meter-reader to finish

n two to three days.

of our meters are read by
fnd we are going to follow

te (for installation),” said

flason, operations manager

E City of Louisville. “It takes
5 to 30 minutes to install (a

[Eding to Mason, there are
fesidential and business me-
he city; 900 of those are lo-
Bside a house or business.
h said the current meters —
fate back to 1979 — need to

ed, as the system should be

every 10 to 15 years.
ntomatic-reading equipment
w meter-readers to drive by
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See ¢ Meters, Page A12

SorenMarie, 3, left, and Casmdy Wilcox, 4, right, prepare for morning circle at the Patchwork School at 1428
Main St., in Louisville. Tia Wilcox, 2, center, will likely attend next year. The school’s directors, Michele Beach
and Elizabeth Baker will add a second location for an elementary school, to open this fall.

Seamless Transition

Patchwork School to
add second location,
elementary school

By Kimberli Turner
Colorado Hometown Weekly

In only its second year, directors of the Patch-
work School in Louisville are moving forward
with plans to expand.

The Patchwork School is open for preschoolers

and kindergartners and educates 28 students. Di-
rectors Elizabeth Baker and Michele Beach envi-

- That dream will soon come to fruition.

By Klmberll Tumer/Colorado Hometown Weekiy

sion opening an elementary school to provide the
next stepping stone for children in the community.

“This is exciting for us because we did envision
this several years ago, and for this to be a reality is
awesome,” Baker said.

The directors chose Louisville to expand the
preschool from their former location in Broom-
field. Enrollment for the 2,000-square-foot school
filled up quickly in August 2008. 3

The elementary will likely be on Main Street,
near the existing Patchwork School, at 1428 Main
St., and will offer kindergarten through
fifth-grade classes. :

See ° Patchwork, Page A22
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The directors said they
hope to eventually offer
sixth grade as well.

“We hope one day there

is a need for it,” Baker

said. “The idea is to grow
with our children.”

Parents will have the op-
tion to enrolling their chil-
dren in kindergarten at ei-
ther school. The elemen-
tary’s first day will be Aug.
23, and it will follow the
Boulder Valley School
District’s calendar.

Beach and Baker’s edu-
cational approach takes its
influences from an Italian
philosophy on education
and early childhood devel-
opment.

The approach — called
Reggio Emilia — allows
students to express them-
selves through painting,
writing and movement,
honoring the different lan-
guages of children.

The alternative school is
a patchwork of different
educational philosophies,
combining the belief that
children learn best when
they are ready with the ap-

ch of building on each

and be involved in more
than one investigation at
the same time; and investi-

gate a topic or question as
a member of the larger
group.

For example, while the
group may investigate out-
er space, individuals will
choose topics of interest to
them to study independent-
ly from the group.

The elementary school
will act on the same funda-
mentals, but children will
investigate a topic even
more deeply.

The new elementary
school likely will educate
about 20 students to start
and will have two teachers
and one director — Beach
and Baker will alternate
days between the
preschool and elementary.

“We really hope to sup-
port the school in its first
year of growth,” Baker
said. “This first year is a
critical moment ... we want

 to start off on the very best

note.”
Baker said she is excited
to offer the next stepping
stone for children who al-
ready attend the preschool,
and looks forward to con-
tinuing the school’s ap-
proach with democratic
education.
re excited to be do- |

For more information,
call 720-271-6729 or visit
www.thepatch-

workschool com.
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